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16-Year-Old Shows How She Would Have 
Looked From The 1920s To 2010s 

16-Year-Old student Annalisa Hartlaub had a question that many of us 
have probably pondered at one point or another – what might she have 
looked like if she lived in some other decade of the past century? 
Hartlaub answered this question for herself in a school assignment for 
her photography class in which she went through nearly a century of 
fashion trend changes, comparing mainstream and counterculture 
fashions of every decade from the 1920s till 2010s in her “Counter // 
Culture” project. 

“I’ve always been fascinated, and a bit infatuated, with counterculture and how 
it shapes society and mainstream culture as well,” said Hartlaub to HuffPost. 
“So I decided to mix that interest with my love of fashion, makeup, and 
photography to create something.” 
 
It’s interesting to observe how, in many cases, a given decade’s 
mainstream culture was heavily influenced by the counterculture of the 
decade before it. And why not – aren’t counterculturalists usually the 
heralds of the next era? It’s also striking to see how rich with fashion 
variety the last century has been and how short 100 years can seem 
when they’re portrayed like this. 
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Another	Student	example:	
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Decades Project: Planning Sheet 
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Completed planning sheets will be turned in with your completed project. 
Each PT member will turn in his/her own Planning Sheet. 
 
PT#: ________________  PT Names: ___________________________ 
 
Class: _______________  _____________________________________ 
      
     _____________________________________ 
 
     _____________________________________ 
  
     _____________________________________ 
   
 
Decade (circle one – the one your team picked out of the bucket): 
 
1920s  1940s  1950s  1960s  1970s    
 
   1980s  1990s 
 
 
 

Research 
In order to take EXECLLENT photographs of each other in the style and look of 
your decade you need to KNOW what your decade was all about…. 
You can write ALL over these planning pages, including on the back to 
make sure you have ALL the information you need in order to be 
successful. 
 
 
Important political/cultural/environment facts about the decade: 
(what is the decade “known” for…) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hairstyles: 
Formal/Party 
Women -     Men – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work 
Women -      Men –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekend 
Women -      Men – 
 
 
 
Clothing Styles: (including ALL accessories and footwear) 
Dressy/Formal Wear 
Women -      Men –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work Wear 
Women -      Men –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lounge/Weekend Wear 
Women -      Men –  
 
 
 



Makeup Styles 
Formal/Party 
Women -      Men – (probably depends on the decade 
        but find out….) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daily  
Women -      Men –  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photography Styles –  
(b/w vs. color; inside vs. outside; smiling vs. straight face..) 
Formal Portrait Setting: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Candid People Photographs: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thoughts and ideas for YOUR PT PHOTOSHOOTS  
(Yes, multiple shoots, each PT member will be a model and a photographer.  
The photographer “COMPOSES” the picture… directing the other PT members 
how to help the model “look” like the decade: help style their hair, apply makeup, 
adjust setting…..) 
 
Questions to think about and answer in your planning: 
You can write ALL over these planning pages, including on the back to 
make sure you have ALL the information you need in order to be 
successful. 
 
What will you need? 
 
 
 
What “kind” of photograph is it going to be (ex: formal vs. candid)? 
 
 
 
How many of your PT members will be IN your photograph (vs. who will be 
available for helping you with lighting and posing your models)? 
 
 
 
 
Where are you going to take your photograph? 
 
 
 
 
Yes, you guys and all help each other out with coming up with ideas… 
HOWERVER, If your ideas are similar to another one of your PT member’s 
ideas, how are YOU going to make YOURS totally original and separate 
from theirs? 
 
 
 
 
Who is going to pose in which PT member’s photographs? 
(make a list so each person knows when they are the model and who they are 
modeling for) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


